
Homily Notes  2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time,  January 15, 2023 
Having been baptized we are called into mission, for our families, for our parish, for our nation, for 

our world. Our life and values as baptized Christians are necessary for today’s world. 
Readings: 1st – Is 49:3,5-6;   Ps 40:2,4,7-8,8-9,10;  2nd – 1 Cor 1:1-3;   Gospel – Jn 1:29-34. 

 
1. Summary: We are with Jesus at the beginning of his ministry, at his baptism. What is the mission of 
the baptized? We are to give a testimony by the values we demonstrate in our lives to the values that come 
from God and are necessary for the world. 
 
2. The Christian faith and Christian morals were seen to be fundamental to our lives as free 
Americans. John Adams, founding father and Second President of the United States said:  

“Our Constitution was made only for a moral and religious people. It is wholly inadequate to the 
government of any other.” 

 
3. This was also true when expressed at the March on Washington by Dr. Martin Luther King. And I 
have to share with you that I was there, about 100 feet from Dr. King. 
 

a. Now is the time to make real the promises of democracy. Now is the time to rise from the dark and 
desolate valley of segregation to the sunlit path of racial justice. Now is the time to lift our nation 
from the quick sands of racial injustice to the solid rock of brotherhood. Now is the time to make 
justice a reality for all of God's children. 
  
b. In the process of gaining our rightful place, we must not be guilty of wrongful deeds. Let us not 
seek to satisfy our thirst for freedom by drinking from the cup of bitterness and hatred. 
 
c. We must forever conduct our struggle on the high plane of dignity and discipline. We must not 
allow our creative protest to degenerate into physical violence. Again and again, we must rise to the 
majestic heights of meeting physical force with soul force. 
 
d. No, no, we are not satisfied, and we will not be satisfied until justice rolls down like waters, and 
righteousness like a mighty stream (Amos 5:24) 
 
e. I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not be 
judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their character. I have a dream today. 
 
f. I have a dream that one day every valley shall be exalted, every hill and mountain shall be made 
low, the rough places will be made plain, and the crooked places will be made straight, and the glory 
of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together (Isa 40:4). 
 

4. I believe the most fundamental reason Dr. Martin Luther King was so respected is that he rooted 
himself, precisely, in the Christian ethical and moral formation that John Adams earlier had identified 
as necessary for our culture. 
 
5. For those in a public position, we need them to articulate this Christian culture, but it is also 
necessary for all of us living as Christians in our parish. Remember, last November, I preached on being a 
baptized Christian, which means that everyone identifies in some particular community called a parish. How 
to behave. Two basic passages in Acts 2:42-47 and 4:32-35. What activities are identified as fundamental? 
 

“These remained faithful to the teaching of the Apostles, to the brotherhood (mutual care), to the 
breaking of bread (Eucharistic celebration) and to the prayers.” They shared among themselves, 
going to the Temple daily, breaking of bread in their homes, sharing food generously. They gave 
testimony to the resurrection of the Lord. “None of their members was ever in want…” 

 



6. In our own way, do we not have to try to live this out together?  But why is this so important for the 
happiness and success of our society. Let me reflect with you on the state of sin in our society. Here is a 
famous passage from the O. T.  It complements the Seven Deadly Sin list. What chance has a society of 
being either just or prosperous, or of maintaining personal freedom if these sins run unchecked? 
 
7. One famous passage come from the Old Testament, Proverbs 6:16-19. There are six things the Lord 
hates, yes, seven that are detestable to him: haughty eyes, a lying tongue, hands that shed innocent blood, a 
heart that devises wicked schemes, feet that are quick to rush into evil, a false witness who pours out lies and 
a person who sows discord among the brothers.  
 
8. What is the one sin that is referred to twice? It is “a lying tongue” and “a false witness who pours out 
lies. This we find in all cultures. Fr. Albert Jerome highlighted this last week when talking about “adoring” 
Jesus. That is what the three wise men wished to do. But Herod also said that he wanted to go to “adore” him, 
too. But what did Herod do. He murdered the two hundred children in Bethlehem. Lies, lies, lies. 
 
9. But also, today. What happened when President Biden finally went to El Paso to see the situation of 
illegal immigration up close? They moved everyone away. The President did not see the homeless on the 
streets. He only saw cleaned up streets. Is this not lies? We see the same thing in the denial of damage and 
death from the COVID vaccines. Do you remember all the warnings I have shared with you about the 
vaccines? Now a book has come out pulling this all together: “Cause Unknown” The epidemic of sudden 
deaths in 2021 and 2022.” Or Biden’s self-righteous criticism of Trump’s confidential documents in personal 
possessions when now comes out that he had the same in multiple locations? Can we believe the warnings 
against gas stoves? Lies and deception!!! Can any government have the confidence of its people with such 
lies?  
 
10. This is exactly the challenge that John Adams and Dr. Martin Luther King were warning against. 
We must have the values of our Christian faith lived out. And that is the challenge of this Sunday’s focus. 
The baptism of Jesus. This is the reason our Bishop has announced that his year is the year to study and 
appreciate our baptism.  
 
11. Next week is the Sunday of the Word of God as well as the anniversary of the Roe v. Wade decision 
allowing abortion. We cannot have the nation of the promise of the Declaration of Independence unless we 
have the baptized, us, well formed in the Word of God, living out our faith and demanding that our nation, in 
order to avoid the judgment of God, live out this faith. Is this not our task as the baptized? Is there not great 
need in our time for more children formed as baptized Christians, living out the Word of God, the Word of 
Life? Not a bad agenda for the start of this coming year! 
 
15. The three basic questions for each homily: 
1. What is the one decision I should offer up to God at the time of the offering? 
2. What is the one thing God wants me to get out of this Mass to become the better-version-of-myself. 
3. What are the key insights to Christian living that are so important that I need to teach and discipline my children into 
becoming? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


